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AQUA REGIA WASH FOR THE LARGE GRAIN DATING METHOD 
R.P.BEUKENS E L.A.PAVLISH 
Archaeome t ~ y  Labora to rv  

Department o f  Phys ics  and- ~ e ~ a r t m e n t ~  o f  Anthropology 
U n i v e r s i t y  of  Toronto  

R a t i o n a l e  : 

M. ~ i ,~a rno t ;o 'has  compared t h e  TL y i e l d s  of  mat.e,rials c leaned  w i t h  h o t  
H C 1  and w i th  aqua  r e g i a .  We have exper imented f u r t h e r  w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t s  
of' aqua  reg1i.a washes as p a r t  o f  , the ma t e r i a : l  pr?ocessi.ng p rocedure  .for> 
1,arge g r a i n  TL s t u d i e s ,  and have found .tha.t  , t h i s  s t e p  p rov ide s  s e v e : ~ a l  
advan tages  : 

1. When i n t e g r a t e d  . i n to  t h e  g r a i n - s i z i n g  s t e p  it: assur les  t h a t  t h e  
d e s i r e d  s i z e  r ange  ( .0 74mm<d<. 125mrn) i s  ob t a ined .  By s i z i n g ,  wa.shing, 
and r e s i . z i ng ,  t h e  a r t i f i c i . a l  g r a i n  s i z e s  ( i .e .  t h o s e  g r a i n s  made up 
from smal.leu? q u a r t z  g r a i n s  cemented t o g e t h e r  by t h e  c i a y  ma.trlix) a r e  
removed. 

2 .  The c1a.y ma.tri.x adher i .ng  t o  t h e  o u t e r  s u r f a c e  o f  . the l a r g e  gra i .n  
qua.r.tz c r y s . t a l s  i s  removed w i thou t  a £  f  ect:i.ng t h e  q u a r t z  c r ~ y s  t a l , s  them- 
s e l v e s .  Th i s  c l . e an ing  p e r m i t s  .the e a s y  separa t : ion  o f  t h e  q u a r t z  g r a i n s  
from t h e  res t  o f  t h e  g e n t l y  c rushed  m a t r i x ,  u s i n g  a  F r a n t z  lsodynamic 
Sepa ra to r .  Th i s  advantage  may n o t  be of consequence when t h e  c rushed  and 
s i z e d  m a t e r i a l s  be ing  examined l e n d  themselves  .to c l e a n  magnetic  sepa-  
r a t i o n .  At:.tempt:s made a t  t h e  Toronto  l a b  were ,  however, unsucc~ess fu l .  
because  much o f  . the ceramic  mater i .a l ,  b e ing  p roce s sed  .tended t o  coa ,gu la te  
making s e p a r a t i o n  withou,t  a wash i.mpossi.ble. 

3 .  The c l e a n  q u a r t z  c r y s t a l s  t h a t  a r e  produced a f t e r  t h e  wash p rov ide  
an  environment i n  which t h e  e n t i r e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  q u a r t z  i s  exposed 
un i fo rma l ly  t o  t h e  HF. The d i f f e r e n t i a l  rate  o f  a t t a c k  of aqua r e g i a  on 
c l a y  vs .  q u a r t z  i s  g r e a t e r  t han  f o r  HF because  t h e  l a t t e r  a t t a c k s  b o t h  
m a t e r i a l s ,  w h i l e  t h e  fo rmer  w i t h  i t s  a f f i n i t y  f o r  d i s s o l v i n g  me ta l s  
a t t a c k s  t h e  c h i e f  c o n s t i t u e n t  o f  most c l a y s  which i s  an  hydra ted  s i l i c a t e  
o f  alumirlum p r e f e r e n t  i . a l l y  ove r  q u a r t z .  

Aqua r e g i a  i s  a fuming? ye l low,  c o r r o s i v e  l i q u i d  produced by mixing 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  H C 1  and HN03 xn a molar  r a t i o  o f  3  t o  1. Prope r ly  mixed t h e  
a c i d s  produce a s o l u t i o n  o f  n i t r>osylchlor ide(NOCL),  c h l o r i n e ,  and w a t e r  
which i s  a  powerful  o x i d i z e r  c apab l e  o f  d i s s o l v i n g  m e t a l s  i n c l u d i n g  
p l a t i num and go ld .2  The b a s i c  r e a c t i o n  for7ming aqua r e g i a  is :  

3  HCl+XN03 + 2H20+NOCL+Cl+ 
'The aqua r>eg ia  i s  added .to a beaker  c o n t a i n i n g  t.he sample i n  a 
r a t i o  of approx imate ly  1 0  t o  1 by volume. The sample shou ld  be 
l e f t  i n  t h e  aqua r e g i a  f o r  one t o  two days.  A fumehood i s  a  r e q u i r e -  
ment th roughout  t h e  a c i d  pr3eparation and washing p rocedure .  3 When 
t h e  aqua rtegia wash p r o c e s s  i s  completed,  d i s t i l l e d  wa t e r  i s  added 
and t h e  d i l u t e  s o l u t i o n  d i s c a r d e d .  This  washing i s  r e p e a t e d  u n t i l  
t h e  aqua r e g i a  i s  removed. The f i n a l  c l e a n i n g  i s  done w i t h  methyl  
Alcoho l ,  a g a i n  severjal  t i m e s ,  t o  remove t h e  r e s i d u a l  wa t e r3 .  The 
beake r  of  material is t h e n  p l a c e d  under  t h e  hood t o  d r y  a t  room 
t empe ra tu r e .  The fume hood should  be t h e  k i n d  t h a t  w i t h  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  
f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e  mai.ntenarice of a da rk  environment.  The m a t e r i a l s  
a r e  now r eady  f o r  t h e  magne t ic  s e p a r a t i o n  s t e p .  



I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  advantages of t h e  aqua r e g i a  wash no ted  
above, t h e  removal of t h e  c l a y  m a t e r i a l s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  qua r t z  
c r y s t a l s  was found t o  g r e a t l y  improve t h e  o p t i c a l  p r o p e r t i e s  of t h e  
q u a r t z  c r y s t a l s  w i th  regard  t o  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  luminesce. The use 
of t h e  wash f o r  l onge r  t ime pe r iods  t han  one day d i d  no t  g r e a t l y  i m -  
prove t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  s i g n a l  gained r e l a t i v e  t o  a one day wash. 
The a c t u a l  l i g h t  output  w a s  fourrd t o  i n c r e a s e  by on ly  30% above 
t h a t  a t t a i n e d  a f t e r  a one day wash when t h e  sample w a s  l e f t  i.n t h e  
wash f o r  seven days. While t h i s  o p t i c a l  q u a l i t y  may n o t  be of  
va lue  i n  t h e  a b s o l u t e  d a t i n g  of ceramics ,  t h e  l a r g e r  TL s i g n a l  as- 
s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  wash may be of d i r e c t  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  f i n g e r -  
p r i n t i n g  and r e l a t i v e  d a t i n g  of ceramics because t h e  HF p roces s ing  
s t e p  can be e l imina t ed .  
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